Learning Plan: Tablet Weaving

High School Sculpture Class

Pacing: 3 – 4 90 min. classes

Holly Coggin
	TITLE: Tablet Weaving

CONCEPT: Nature

CONCEPT QUESTIONS: 

How can the use of natural weaving forms link man to his past?

How does weaving relate to nature?

Can weaving be a fine art or is it just a craft?



	Established Goals:

Aesthetics:

FAC.1 – Students will understand that sculpture, ceramics, and craft objects have beauty, value, function and meaning.

FAC.4 – Students will discuss how attitudes and philosophies regarding sculpture, ceramics and craft objects change over time.

Art Criticism:

FAC.6 Students will communicate well-supported and persuasive interpretations of sculpture, ceramics and craft objects.

Art Production:

FAC.16 Students will investigate new media and directions for producing sculpture, ceramics and craft objects.


	MATERIALS/RESOURCES

1. Scissors

2. Embroidery thread

3. Powerpoint slides on history and imagery of weaving

4. Powerpoint slides with step-by-step directions

5. Small drawing boards

6. Thick masking tape

7. 12 individual cards from a deck of cards for each student cut down to 2x2 inches with a hole punched in each corner (6 decks for 24 students)

8. Plastic Ziploc bags and sharpies

9. Handout on weaving/patterns

10. Tip sheet on weaving/directions

	KEY CRITERIA:

· Journal writings and brainstorming activities

· To use the tablet weaving technique to create a bookmark or bracelet

· To use the characteristic of ancient tablet weaving to make a symmetrical pattern on their bookmark/bracelet

· To experiment with the weaving, to create a unique pattern


	

	MODIFERS

For students with disabilities, use a thicker yarn for better hand-eye coordination.

Have a tip sheet for reference


	VOCABULARY


Loom - a hand-operated or power-driven apparatus for weaving fabrics, containing harnesses, lay, reed, shuttles, treadles, etc.; the art or the process of weaving.
Weaving - to interlace (threads, yarns, strips, fibrous material, etc.) so as to form a fabric or material.

Tablet weaving - Card weaving, also known as tablet weaving, is a method of producing narrow textiles such as straps, belts and trim. Most card woven bands are very strong and sturdy. Card woven bands can range from simple and easy to elaborately patterned and very time consuming.

Weft –“to weave” from left to right
Warp - the set of yarns placed lengthwise in the loom, crossed by and interlaced with the weft, and forming the lengthwise threads in a woven fabric.

Patterns - a decorative design, as for wallpaper, china, or textile fabrics, etc.

Natural fibers – Threads/yarns made from nature or animals.
Outsider artist - Describes the unconventional, creative output of people with little or no formal training in art.

Judith Scott – Fibers outsider artist

	ASSESSMENT

Pre-assessment: (What students understand prior to lesson)

Definition of weaving, warp and weft

Ongoing assessment: (What students are learning – informal or formal)

Students will KNOW
Brief history of tablet weaving

Definition and history of natural fibers

Early tablet weaving history and imagery

Students will UNDERSTAND that

Weaving can be created with a variety of materials, including but not limited to: yarn, string, straw, sticks, found objects, paper, etc.

Artmaking is used to explore and express many ideas

Artists create personal artwork in response to nature and the natural world.

Students will DO
Create a tablet weaving that uses a color scheme found in nature (example colors of a sunset, colors of a rainbow, natural colors of dirt, colors of the trees, etc.)
SEQUENCE OF TEACHING & LEARNING
Day one:
1. Journal activity bisymmetrical design: create a bisymmetrical mandala after looking at powerpoint of history and definitions of a mandala.

2. Powerpoint of history of tablet weaving imagery/examples 

3. Talk about natural fibers used and differences between them, showing fiber examples of alpaca, wool, cotton, and goats hair/fur. Discuss the differences between these.

4. Have students pick out their colors they will use (three colors) and help them cut their string. (modifier: have string pre-cut for students with disabilities)

5. Also pass out bags of 12 playing cards – have them write their name in sharpie on the bags and number cards 1 – 12. A,B,C,D around edges of cards – demonstrate and have image for example or draw on chalkboard (see attached handout on tablet weaving for instructions).

6. Starting with cards 1 – 6 demonstrate threading cards in the appropriate direction.

7. Due to the nature of the project, using the rest of the warp cards ( 7 – 12), demonstrate correct threading techniques for this set (using guided practice, step-by-step).

8. Tie ends of all the cards in a large knot together and attach to the small drawing board for safe storage.

Day two:

1. All cards must be facing up the same direction with holes A and D at the top.

2. Explain in detail the next few steps of starting the weaving, referring to directions in attached sheet.

3. Explain how to make the patterns, by turning the cards different directions.

4. Help students with weaving thread, back and forth, to make their final weaving.

Day three:

1. Show the artist of the week, Judith Scott, powerpoint slide and video.

2. Discuss the differences between the patterned weaving and Judith Scott’s sculptural weaving.

3. Continue weaving and finish up by the end of class.


	ASSESSMENT


CRITERIA

Must have finished tablet-weaving, approx. 6 inches long.

Must have a unique, individual pattern within the design

Must have three colors within the weaving

Must have finished the Mandela journal assignment


Must have participated in the demo and group discussions 

	DIFFERENTIATION AND REFLECTION

DIFFERENTIATION STRATEGIES

Flexible grouping

Open-ended activities

X Exploration by interests
Negotiated criteria

Anchoring / Extension activities

Independent studies

Tiered activities / products

X Journal prompts
X Multiple levels of questions
Scaffolding

Choice: Learner profile, Readiness, Interest


